CHAPTER ONE

“Club nights are the third Monday in every month at the Kensington Club, Bradford. Our Club, which
was formed out of ex-TRF Members who did not agree with the policies of the present Management
Committee aims simply to run to the original tract which was formulated by the late John Ebberall. We
have regular Trail Runs either by individual members calling on another, or by large organised parties q
meeting points in the Dales.

Incorporated in our Club is a small section which rides Enduros. Whether it be in England, Scotland or
Wales, up to now they have been successful and have won 14 medals in the past year.

We are affiliated to the BMF and at present are about 50 members. Regular Quizzes, Film Shows and
Slides are featured and it's a good night out. The more of us there are, the better we can preserve the
Green Lanes about us.

So wrote Bob Elkins (Hon Sec) back in 1977.

Meetings at the less than salubrious Kensington Club (a Conservative club deep in a back passage in
Bradford) were anticipated with the excitement of not knowing whether the car will still be there at the
end of the night, will the beer be drinkable, who’s managed to trash their bike — and themselves probably
State of the art bikes like XL250’s, AJS500, MZ250 (enduro model I'll have you know...) Ossa Super
Pioneer and of course DT175°s ruled the roost.

Our first enduro event was held in 1976 at Foxup at the head of Littondale on the north west slopes of
Pen-y-ghent . It was a great success and gave the membership confidence to go further afield.

Dick Smith (rhubarb grower extraordinaire) knew the forests of North Yorkshire through car rallying and
with much doorstepping and nagging managed to get the event off the ground (unlike his front wheel
which he never would...).

Interest in Enduros grew and it wasn’t long before the balance of the membership swung heavily in that
direction. So, the inevitable happened and the ensuing rift created the Yorkshire Enduro Club.

If you're an ex-club member or a past competitor why not share some memories on the site forum.
Remember the Scalby Manor revelry — the Woodyard - the bogs of Langdale — the HRDs?

And post some pictures too... show today’s young upstarts see what it was like in the days of Belstaffs,
Barbours, Akronts, Gas Girlings, Preston Petty’s etc etc.
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The legendary Bob Elkins gives it his all on his 400 Penton in the foul conditions of the 1976 Beacons —
Jjust look at that aggression — fanbloodytastic. KTM’s were sold as Pentons in the USA in those days and
those 2 Penton stickers cost £25!... in 1977! See below for another mention by Colin Priestly...






